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Research Professor in Global Development  
Centre for Trust, Peace and Social Relations,  
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http://www.coventry.ac.uk/research/research-
directories/researchers/professor-gordon-crawford/ 

 
Email: gordon.crawford@coventry.ac.uk 

 
 

Leader of Global Development Research Group, CTPSR, Coventry University 

 

Co-convenor of Governance Working Group,  

European Association of Development Research and Training Institutes (EADI) 

http://www.eadi.org/wg/governance/ 

 

Editorial Group member of Africa Spectrum, January2015 –  

http://journals.sub.uni-hamburg.de/giga/afsp/index 

 

Member, Academic Advisory Board, Global Change – Local Conflicts? 

(GLOCON) research project, Freie Universität, Berlin 

http://www.land-conflicts.fu-berlin.de/en/index.html 

 

Editorial Board member, Democratization January 2009-March 2012,  

Former Co-Editor-in-Chief,  

http://www.tandf.co.uk/journals/titles/13510347.asp 
  
 

I UNIVERSITY EDUCATION / QUALIFICATIONS 
 

Dates Establishment Qualifications 

 

1993 - 1998 University of Leeds PhD Politics 

Thesis title - Aid and Political 

Reform: A comparative study of 

the development co-operation 

policies of four Northern donors, 

1990-1994. 

 

1988 - 1990 University of Leeds MA Development Studies 

(Distinction) 

 

1987 - 1988 University of Huddersfield  Post Graduate Certificate in 

Education [Further Education] 
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March - July 

1987  

Sheffield Hallam University Certificate in Teaching English 

to Speakers of Other Languages 

 

1971 - 1974 University of Leeds BA (Hons) Sociology, Class 2.1 

 

II EMPLOYMENT EXPERIENCE 

 

Dates 
 

Oct 2015-

present 

Employer 

 

Centre for Trust, Peace & Social 

Relations, Coventry University 

Post 

 

Research Professor in Global 

Development 

 

July 2008 – 

September 

2015 

School of  Politics and 

International Studies, University 

of Leeds 

Professor of Development 

Politics 

August 2007 – 

June 2008  

School of  Politics and 

International Studies, University 

of Leeds 

Reader in Development Studies  

August 2002 – 

July 2007  

School of  Politics and 

International Studies, University 

of Leeds 

Senior Lecturer in Development 

Studies  

 

Sept 1996 – 

July 2002 

School of  Politics and 

International Studies, University 

of Leeds 

Lecturer in Development Studies 

Jan 1993 -  

Aug. 1996 

Department of Politics, 

University of Leeds 

Research/Teaching Fellow 

 

 

Jan. 1989 - 

Jan. 1993 

Leeds Open Learning Centre,  

Leeds City Council 

Lecturer in English & Maths  

 

Sept. 1988 - 

June 1989 

Park Lane College of Further 

Education, Leeds 2 

Lecturer in English (p/t) 

 

 

Sept. 1988 - 

June 1989 

Leeds City Council Tutor in Adult Basic Education 

(p/t) 

 

March 1982 – 

March 1987 

Beano Wholefoods Co-operative 

Ltd, Leeds 2 

Company Director, 

Retail Management 

 

Sept. 1981 -  

Feb. 1982 

Wharfe Street Café Co-operative 

Ltd, Leeds 2 

Development Worker 

 

Oct. 1975 - 

Oct. 1979 

Chapeltown Citizens Advice 

Bureau, Leeds 7 

Tribunal Assistance Unit Worker  

[Unit Co-ordinator in final year] 
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III PUBLICATIONS   

Single authored unless otherwise stated  

 

Journal Articles (all peer reviewed) 

 

‘Aid sanctions and political conditionality: continuity and change’, Journal of 

International Relations and Development (under review) [with S.Kacarska] 

 

‘China and Western Democracy Promotion in Central Asia’, Central Asian Survey 

(under review) [with A. Sharshenova] 

 

‘Human Rights and Development: Putting Power and Politics at the Centre’, in 

Human Rights Quarterly, vol. 37, no. 3 (2015), pp.662-690 [with Bård A. 

Andreassen] 

 

‘Leveraging national and global links for local rights advocacy: WACAM's challenge 

to the power of transnational gold mining in Ghana’, in Canadian Journal of 

Development Studies, vol. 35 issue 4, 2014, pp.483-502, [with Nana Akua Anyidoho]. 

 

‘NGOs, Rights-Based Approaches and the Potential for Progressive Development in 

Local Contexts: Constraints and Challenges in Northern Ghana’, in Journal of Human 

Rights Practice, vol. 5 issue 1, 2013 [with Matilda Aberese Ako & Nana Akua 

Anyidoho], pp.46-74. 

 

‘Democratization in Africa 1990–2010: an assessment’, in Democratization, vol. 18, 

no. 2, April 2011, Special issue Democratization in Africa: challenges and prospects, 

pp.275-310 [with Gabrielle Lynch] 

 

‘Decentralisation and struggles for basic rights in Ghana: opportunities and 

constraints’ in International Journal of Human Rights, Vol. 14 No.1, 2010. pp.92-

125.  

 

‘Consolidating Democracy in Ghana: Progress and Prospects?’, in Democratization 

vol.17 no.1, Feb 2010, pp.26-67, [with A.-G. Abdulai]. 

 

‘The World Bank and Ghana’s Poverty Reduction Strategies: Strengthening the state 

or consolidating neo-liberalism?’ in Labour, Capital and Society Vol. 42 Nos.1-2, 

2009, pp.82-115, [with A.-G. Abdulai]. 

 

 ‘Making democracy a reality? The politics of decentralisation and the limits to local 

democracy in Ghana’ in Journal of Contemporary African Studies, Vol. 27 No. 1, 

2009, pp.57-83. 

 

‘EU Human Rights and Democracy Promotion in Central Asia: From Lofty Principles 

to Lowly Self-Interests’ in Perspectives on European Politics and Society, Vol. 9 

No.2, 2008, pp.172-191. 
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‘Decentralization and the Limits to Poverty Reduction: Findings from Ghana’ in 

Oxford Development Studies Vol.36 No. 2, 2008, pp.235-258. 

  

‘Promoting Democracy in Central Asia: What’s Needed and Why It Won’t Happen’ in 

Sicherheit und Frieden / Security and Peace, No.3, 2007, pp.133-38. 

 

‘The European Union and Democracy Promotion: The case of Ghana’, in European 

Journal of Development Research Vol.17 No.4, 2005, pp.571-600. 

  

‘Partnership for Governance Reform in Indonesia. Dancing to whose tune? A reply to 

my critics,’ in Third World Quarterly Vol.25, No.5, pp.933-41, 2004 

 

‘Promoting Democracy From Without - Learning from Within (Part II)’ in 

Democratization Vol.10, No.2, pp.1-20, 2003 

 

‘Promoting Democracy From Without - Learning from Within (Part I)’ in 

Democratization Vol.10, No.1, pp.77-98, 2003 

 

‘Partnership or Power? Deconstructing the “Partnership for Governance Reform” in 

Indonesia’ in Third World Quarterly Vol.24, No.1, pp.139-59, 2003 

 

‘Whose Agenda? Partnership and International Assistance to Democratization and 

Governance Reform in Indonesia’ in Contemporary Southeast Asia Vol.24, No.2, 

pp.203-29, August 2002. [Co-written with Yulius P. Hermawan] 

 

‘Evaluating European Union Promotion of Human Rights, Democracy and Good 

Governance: Towards a Participatory Approach’ in Journal of International 

Development Vol.14, pp.911-26, 2002 

 

‘Eliminating World Poverty: Is Neo-liberal Globalisation the Answer? A Challenge to 

the UK Government’s White Paper’, in Review of African Political Economy, Number 

88, Volume 28, pp.261-66, 2001 

 

‘Promoting Democratic Governance in the South’, in European Journal of 

Development Research Vol.12 No.1, pp.23-57, 2000. 

 

‘Foreign Aid and Political Conditionality:  Issues of Effectiveness and Consistency’, 

in Democratization Vol. 4 No.3, pp.69-108, (1997). 

 

 ‘Los derechos humanos, la democracia y el desarrollo: hacia un trato justo e 

igualitario’ in Revista Española de Desarrollo y Cooperación No.1 pp.62-101, 

(IUDC, Universidad Complutense de Madrid), (1997). 

 

 ‘Whither Lomé?  The Mid-Term Review and the Decline of Partnership’, in Journal 

of Modern African Studies Vol.34 No.3, pp.503-518, (1996). 
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Books 

Understanding Global Development Research: Fieldwork Issues, Experiences and 

Reflections. Crawford G., Kruckenberg L.J., Loubere N., Morgan R.  (2017), Sage 

Publications  

 

Foreign Aid and Political Reform: A Comparative Analysis of Democracy Assistance 

and Political Conditionality, Basingstoke: Macmillan Palgrave, (2001). 

 

Edited Books 

Human Rights, Power and Civic Action: Comparative analyses of struggles for rights 

in developing societies, Bård A. Andreassen and Gordon Crawford (editors).  

Routledge Research in Human Rights series (April 2013) 

 

Democratization in Africa: challenges and prospects, Gordon Crawford and Gabrielle 

Lynch (eds.) (2012) Routledge 

 

Decentralisation in Africa: A Pathway out of Poverty and Conflict? 

Gordon Crawford and Christof Hartmann (eds), Amsterdam: Amsterdam University 

Press, EADI book series, (2008). 

 

Chapters of Books 

 

‘Changes and Continuities in Ghana’s Transition to Democracy’ in How Regimes 

Change: Post-Conflict Transitions Revisited, edited by Hans J. Giessmann and Roger 

Mac Ginty, Edward Elgar (forthcoming 2017) [with A-G Abdulai] 

 

‘”Ghana – Big Man, Big Envelope, Finish”: Chinese Corporate Exploitation in Small-

Scale Mining’, in Contested Extractivism, Society and the State: Struggles over 

Mining and Land, edited by Bettina Engels and Kristina Dietz, Palgrave Macmillan 

(2017) [with C. Agyeyomah & A. Mba]. 

 

‘Foreign involvement in small-scale gold mining in Ghana and its impact on resource 

fairness’ in Fairness and Justice in Natural Resource Politics, edited by Melanie 

Pichler et al., Routledge (2017), pp.181-199, [with G. Botchwey] 

 

‘Participatory Democracy Initiatives in Europe’ in Participatory Democracy: 

Practices and Reflections, edited by Mukti Rijal, Institute for Governance and 

Development and ActionAid Nepal, (2014), pp.109-133, [with M. Werner].  

 

‘Human Rights, Power and Civic Action: Theoretical Considerations’ in Human 

Rights, Power and Civic Action, Bård Anders Andreassen & Gordon Crawford (eds.), 

Routledge (2013), [with B.A. Andreassen] 

  

‘Ghana: Struggles for rights in a democratizing context’ in Human Rights, Power and 

Civic Action, Bård Anders Andreassen & Gordon Crawford (eds.), Routledge (2013), 

[with N.A Anyidoho] 
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‘Power, Human Rights and Civic Action: Conclusions’, in Human Rights, Power and 

Civic Action, Bård Anders Andreassen & Gordon Crawford (eds.), Routledge (2013), 

[with B.A. Andreassen] 

 

 ‘EU Human Rights and Democracy Promotion in Africa: Normative Power or Realist 

Interests?’, in The European Union in Africa: incoherent policies, asymmetrical 

partnership, declining relevance? edited by Maurizio Carbone, Manchester University 

Press (2013), pp.142-164 

  

‘Democracy, Poverty and Inequality’ in Routledge Handbook of Democratization , 

edited by Jeffrey Haynes, (2011), [with A.-G. Abdulai] 

 

‘Liberal Democracy Promotion and Civil Society Strengthening in Ghana’, in  

The Conceptual Politics of Democracy Promotion, edited by Milja Kurki and 

Christopher Hobson, Routledge, (2011), [with A.-G. Abdulai] 

 

‘Introduction: Decentralisation as a Pathway out of Poverty and Conflict?’ [G. 

Crawford and C. Hartmann], in G. Crawford and C. Hartmann (eds), Decentralisation 

in Africa: A Pathway out of Poverty and Conflict?, pp. 7-32, Amsterdam: Amsterdam 

University Press, EADI book series (2008). 

 

‘Poverty and the Politics of (De)centralisation in Ghana’, in G. Crawford and C. 

Hartmann (eds), Decentralisation in Africa: A Pathway out of Poverty and Conflict?, 

pp.107-44, Amsterdam: Amsterdam University Press, EADI book series, (2008). 

  

‘Conclusion: Decentralisation – No Shortcut to Development and Peace’ [C. 

Hartmann and G. Crawford], in G. Crawford and C. Hartmann (eds), Decentralisation 

in Africa: A Pathway out of Poverty and Conflict?, pp.233-52, Amsterdam: 

Amsterdam University Press, EADI book series, (2008). 

 

‘Assessing EU Democracy Promotion in Africa: the case of Ghana’, in Annette 

Jünemann and Michèle Knodt (eds.), Externe Demokratieförderung durch die 

Europäische Union / European External Democracy Promotion, pp.71-91, Baden-

Baden: Nomos Verlagsgesellschaft, (2007).  

 

‘The EU and Democracy Promotion in Africa: High on Rhetoric, Low on Delivery?’ 

in A. Mold (ed.) EU Development Policy in a Changing World: Challenges for the 

21st Century, pp. 169-197, Amsterdam: Amsterdam University Press, (2007). 

 

‘The European Union and Strengthening Civil Society in Africa’, in M. Carbone and 

M.R.Lister (eds.) New Pathways in Development: Gender and Civil Society in EU 

Development Policy, Ashgate (2006). 

 

‘The World Bank and Good Governance: Rethinking the State or Consolidating Neo-

Liberalism?’ in A. Paloni and M. Zanardi (eds.) The IMF, the World Bank and Policy 

Reform, London: Routledge (2006)  
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‘Evaluating Democracy Assistance: The inadequacy of numbers and the promise of 

participation’ in J. Holland and J. Campbell (eds.) Methods, Knowledge and Power: 

Combining Quantitative and Qualitative Development Research London: ITDG 

Publications, (2005). 

 

‘European Union Development Co-operation and the Promotion of Democracy’, in 

P.Burnell (ed.) Democracy Assistance: International Co-operation for 

Democratization, pp.90-127, London: Frank Cass, (2000). 

 

‘Human Rights and Democracy in EU Development Co-operation:  Towards Fair and 

Equal Treatment’, in M.R.Lister (ed.) European Development Policy, pp.131-78, 

Basingstoke: Macmillan, (1998). 

 

Policy Papers  

‘The Impact of Chinese Involvement in Small-scale Gold Mining in Ghana’, 

International Growth Centre, LSE and Oxford. Crawford, G., Agyeyomah, C., 

Botchwey, G.  & Mba, A., (2016), Full report and policy brief both available at: 

http://www.theigc.org/project/the-impact-of-chinese-involvement-in-small-scale-gold-

mining-in-ghana/ 

 

 

IV RESEARCH GRANT AWARDS 

 

• 2014: Grant from International Growth Centre (LSE, University of Oxford) on 

‘The impact of Chinese involvement in small-scale gold mining in Ghana’. £22, 

280 Principal Investigator. 
 

• 2013: Grant from ActionAid International for research on Experiences of 

Participatory Democracy in selected countries of Europe [part of four region 

study on innovations in participatory democracy in Asia, Africa, Latin America 

and Europe]. £10,000. Principal Investigator. 

 

• 2013: Africa College, University of Leeds, small grant for fieldwork research on 

transnational land acquisition and local food security in Ghana. £3,895.  

• 2012: WUN Research Development Fund (RDF) grant for conference on 

Transforming Post-Conflict Societies: Everyday Violence and Access to Justice.. 

Conference held at British Library, London, 22-23 May 2012, as part of WUN 

AGM. £7241 

 

• 2010: WUN Leeds Fund for International Research Collaboration (FIRC) grant 

awarded for project: Transformative Justice after Mass Violence: The Role of 

Non-Governmental Actors. Award used for international conference, 12-13 May 

2011, University of Leeds. £15,339 

 

• 2009-12: Research Council of Norway, Poverty and Peace programme, grant 

awarded for project entitled ‘Rights, power and civic action: Comparative analyses 

of human rights-based approaches and civic struggle in development contexts’. 
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Co-Investigator in collaboration with Prof. Bård Anders Andreassen, Norwegian 

Centre for Human Rights, University of Oslo. Total award 4.5million Norwegian 

Krona, approx. £450,000. Grant to Leeds: £132,578. An additional grant of 

£13,475 was provided to Leeds for a ‘preliminary findings’ conference, held 3-4 

December 2010. 

 

• 2007: British Academy small research grant for project on ‘Decentralisation and 

Grassroots Struggles for Rights in Ghana’. Under £10,000 

 

• 2004: Social Science Grant from the Nuffield Foundation for project on 

‘Decentralisation and Poverty Reduction in Ghana’. Under £10,000 

 

• July 2001: visiting fellowship to the European University Institute (Florence), 

EUSSIRF scheme funded by the European Commission. 

 

• 2001-02: grant from the Department for International Development for project on 

‘Evaluating Democracy and Governance Assistance’. Approx. £25,000 
 

 

V CONFERENCE AND SEMINAR PAPERS [2000 to 2016] 
 

 

1. Invited lecture on ‘Threats to democracy in Africa?’, Colloquium Politicum 

series, Freiburg University, 13 October 2016 

 

2. ‘China and Western democracy promotion in Central Asia’, paper presented at 

workshop on ‘Democracy Promotion as Interaction: Rethinking the external-

internal interplay in International Relations’, Peace Research Institute 

Frankfurt, 8-9 September 2016 

 

3. ‘Contestation, collusion and corruption in small-scale gold mining in Ghana: 

Chinese miners and the state’, paper presented at International conference on 

‘Political Ecologies of Conflict, Capitalism and Contestation’, Wageningen 

University, 7-9 July 2016 

 

4. ‘Conflict, collusion and corruption in small-scale gold mining in Ghana: 

Chinese miners and the state’, paper presented at International Colloquium on 

‘Global governance/politics, climate justice and agrarian/social justice’, 

International Institute of Social Studies (ISS), The Hague, 4-5 February 2016. 

 

5. ‘Ghana – big man, big envelope, finish…’:  Chinese corporate exploitation in 

Ghana’s small-scale gold mining sector’, paper presented at Global Change – 

Local Conflict (GLOCON) workshop, Free University Berlin, 23-24 October 

2015 

 

6. ‘Resisting corporate looting in Ghana’s small-scale gold mining sector: the 

case of the Gbane Movement for Justice’, paper presented at the European 

Conference on African Studies, Paris, 8-10 July 2015 
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7. Keynote speaker at Third International Conference on Participatory Democracy, 

Kathmandu, Nepal, 18-19 December 2014. Speech entitled: ‘Participatory 

Development and Participatory Democracy: Pathway to Social Transformation?’. 

Organised by ActionAid International Nepal and Forum for Participatory 

Democracy.  

 

8. ‘Chinese involvement in small-scale gold mining in Ghana and its impact on 

resource fairness’, paper presented at 1st Austrian Conference on International 

Resource Politics, ‘Towards International Resource Fairness: Theories, Conflicts 

and Policies’, Vienna, 4-6 December 2014. 

 

9. Invited speaker at workshop on ‘Struggles over resources: resistances against 

neoextractivism, mining and land grabbing’. Freie Universitat, Berlin, 7 

November 2014. Paper on ‘Ghana – big man, big envelope, finish…’:  Chinese 

corporate exploitation in Ghana’s small-scale gold mining sector’. 

 

10. Keynote speaker at international conference on participatory democracy, 

Kathmandu, Nepal, 12-13 December 2013. Speech entitled: ‘Struggles for 

Democratization: Participatory Democracy in the 21st Century’. Organised by 

ActionAid International Nepal. 

 

11. Speaker at international conference on participatory democracy, Kathmandu, 

Nepal, 12-13 December 2013. Presentation entitled: ‘Participatory Democracy 

Initiatives in Europe’ [with Mirjam Werner]  

 

12. Invited speaker at workshop on ‘Living in an extractive state: Exploring impacts 

of oil and gas industries in Ghana’, University of Bergen / Chr. Michelsens 

Institute, Bergen 7-8 November 2013. Paper on ‘Experiences from mining in 

Ghana and implications for the oil sector’. 

 

13. Speaker at seminar on ‘China and small-scale mining in Ghana’ at Norwegian 

Centre for Human Rights, University of Oslo, 23 October 2013  

 

14. Speaker at seminar on ‘Rights, Power and Civic Action’ at the Department of 

International Environment and Development Studies, Noragric, Norwegian 

University of Life Sciences, 22 October 2013 

 

15. ‘Leveraging global linkages for local rights advocacy: WACAM and transnational 

mining corporations in Ghana’, paper presented at the European Conference on 

African Studies, Panel on ‘Dynamics of contention: between state, society and the 

international’, Lisbon, 27-29 June 2013. 

 

16. Keynote speaker, ‘Development Co-operation: Old and New Challenges for the 

Post-2015 Development Agenda’, Summer School on the ‘Politics and Economics 

of Aid’, organised by the Institute for Development Policy and Management, 

University of Antwerp, 24 June 2013 
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17. Speaker at seminar on ‘Authority, Power and Agency in Developing Contexts’. 

Paper on ‘Struggles for rights: power, authority and agency in Ghana’, Centre for 

Global Development, University of Leeds, 6 June 2013 

 

18. Invited speaker at panel debate on ‘Rights and Activism’ at the public launch of 

the Sheffield Institute for International Development, 24 April 2013, Sheffield 

City Hall 

 

19. Participation at ECPR Joint Session Workshop on Foreign Aid and Political 

Conditionalities, Mainz, 12-16  March, 2013. Paper on ‘’Political conditionality 

and its impact on autocratic regimes’ [joint with Simonida Kacarska]. 

 

20. Invited speaker at conference on 'Participatory Democracy in Nepal: Issues and 

Reflections', 17-18 December 2012, organised by ActionAid Nepal and the 

Institute for Governance and Development, Nepal. Paper entitled 'Participatory 

Democracy: International Discourses'. 

 

21. Invited speaker at workshop on ‘Demanding Justice: Claiming Rights in the 

Global South’, organised by Sheffield Institute for International Development, 

University of Sheffield, 15-16 November 2012. Paper entitled ‘Leveraging global 

links for local rights advocacy: WACAM and transnational mining corporations in 

Ghana [joint paper with Nana Akua Anyidoho]  

 

22. Invited speaker at a Public Forum and Expert Meeting on ‘The Substance of EU 

Democracy Promotion’, organised by Ghent University and held at the Centre for 

European Policy Studies, Brussels. 2 July 2012. 

 

23. Invited speaker at workshop on ‘Autocratic Regimes and the Effects of 

International Sanctions’, organized by German Institute of Global and Area 

Studies (GIGA), Hamburg, 25 June 2012. Paper entitled: ‘Aid conditionality and 

its impact on autocratic regimes’ [joint with Simonida Kacarska] 

 

24. Invited participant at conference on ‘Democracy Promotion in an era of 

Democratic Opportunities and Politico-economic Crises’, organised by 

Aberystwyth University and held at Chatham House, London, 24 May 2012. 

 

25. Invited discussant at conference on ‘Constitutional Design and Conflict 

Management in Africa’, University of Texas at Austin, 15 November 2011. 

 

26. Invited speaker at International Development Conference: Inequality – 

Challenging an Assumed Reality, Newcastle University, 26 February 2011. Paper 

presented on ‘Democracy, Development and Inequality’. 

 

27. Co-organiser [with Jeff Haynes] of section on ‘Participatory Democracy: An 

Impetus For ‘Real’ Democracy in the 21st Century’, comprised of 8 panel sessions, 

at IPSA-ECPR Joint Conference ‘Whatever Happened to North-South?’, at 

University of Sao Paulo, 16-19 February 2011. See 

http://www.saopaulo2011.ipsa.org/section/participatory-democracy-impetus-real-

democracy-early-21st-century  
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28. Invited speaker at ‘The Conceptual Politics of Democracy Promotion’ workshop, 

Aberystwyth University, 27 - 29 July 2010. Paper presented on ‘Liberal 

Democracy Promotion and Civil Society Strengthening in Ghana’. 

 

29. Invited speaker at Europe-Africa Policy Research Network (EARN) public 

conference on “EU-Africa Relations in a Changing World” in Lisbon, 7-8 June 

2010. Paper presented on ‘Global Governance Issues’. 

 

30. Invited speaker at FCO-Chevening course ‘Using Democracy for Peace’ at 

Department of Peace Studies, University of Bradford, 16 March 2010. Paper 

presented on ‘Decentralisation and democratisation in conflict-prone countries’. 

 

31. Invited speaker at International Symposium on ‘EU-Africa Relations in the 21st 

Century’ at the University of Glasgow, 11 December 2009. Paper presented on 

‘Good Governance, Democracy and Human Rights in EU-Africa Relations’. 

 

32. Invited speaker at Centre for African Studies seminar, University of Bradford, 9 

December 2009. Paper presented on ‘Consolidating Democracy in Ghana: 

progress and prospects’. 

 

33. ‘The role of civil society organisations in democratisation’, presentation to civil 

society activists and NGO workers at ActionAid Nepal, Kathmandu,11 December 

2008. 

 

34.  ‘Structures and relations of power as obstacles to the realisation of human rights’, 

paper presented at HUREP South Asia Conference, Eradicating Poverty: 

Development and Empowerment of the Poor, Kolkata, 5-6 December 2008. 

 

35. ‘Seeking basic rights in rural Ghana: securing global values through local action?’, 

paper presented at World International Studies Conference, Ljubljana, 23-25 July 

2008. 

 

36. ‘EU Human Rights and Democracy Promotion in Central Asia: From Lofty 

Principles to Lowly Self-Interests’, paper presented at EADI General Conference, 

Geneva, 24-27 June 2008. 

 

37. ‘EU Human Rights and Democracy Promotion in Central Asia: From Lofty 

Principles to Lowly Self-Interests’, paper presented at Finnish Society for 

Development Research annual conference, Helsinki, 24-25 April 2008. 

 

38. ‘Decentralisation and a rights-based approach to development: opportunities and 

constraints on realising basic rights in Northern Ghana’, paper presented at 

Political Studies Association Development Politics annual workshop on 25th 

January, held at the Institute for Commonwealth Studies, University of London. 

 

39. Invited speaker at ‘Human Rights and Extreme Poverty in Africa’ conference, 

Kampala, Uganda, 4-6 October 2007. Paper entitled ‘Decentralisation and 
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Grassroots Struggles for Human Rights in Ghana: Opportunities and Constraints’. 

Conference organised by University of Oslo. 

 

40. Invited speaker at ‘Poverty and Development’ (PAD) Seminar Series, Centre for 

Development and the Environment (SUM), University of Oslo, 21 March 2007. 

Paper entitled ‘Decentralisation and Poverty Reduction in Ghana’. 

 

41. Invited speaker at conference on ‘A Dialogue on Canada’s Approach to 

Democratic Development’, organised by the Department of Foreign Affairs and 

International Trade and the Democracy Council, 15 February 2007, Ottawa 

Congress Centre, Ottawa. Paper entitled ‘Facilitating Democratic Reforms: 

Learning from Democratic Principles’.  

 

42. Invited speaker at conference on ‘The Quandaries of Promoting Democracy in 

Central Asia: Experiences and Perspectives from Europe and the USA’, organised 

by the Centre for OSCE Research, Institute for Peace Research and Security 

Policy at the University of Hamburg, 9-11 February 2007, Hamburg. Paper 

entitled ‘Promoting Democracy in Central Asia: What’s Needed and Why It 

Won’t Happen’. 

 

43. Making Democracy a Reality?: Decentralisation, Political Participation and 

Accountability in Ghana, paper presented at Leeds University Centre for African 

Studies seminar, 29 November 2006. 

 

44. Invited speaker at workshop on ‘Decentralisation, Federalism and Conflict’, 

organised by CRISE, Queen Elizabeth House, University of Oxford, 6-7 October 

2006, paper on Decentralisation, poverty reduction and human security in Ghana. 

 

45. Invited speaker at international workshop on ‘Monitoring and Evaluating 

Democracy Assistance in the Balkans’, Belgrade, 6-7 July 2006, organised by The 

Watson Institute for International Studies, Brown University, USA, and the 

Jeffersonian Institute, Belgrade. 

 

46. Invited participant at workshop on ‘Evaluating international efforts at democracy 

promotion’, organised by CDDRL (Stanford University) and FRIDE (Madrid), 21-

23 June 2006, Madrid. 

 

47. Invited speaker at ‘The Law in its International Context’ seminar series, 

Department of Law, University of Sheffield, paper on The EU and democracy 

promotion: issues and challenges, 3 May 2006. 

 

48. Democracy promotion: issues and challenges, paper presented at Centre for 

Democratisation Studies seminar, University of Leeds, 9 March 2006. 

 

49. Keynote speaker at conference on ‘Thinking Democracy’, public event organised 

by the President of Portugal, Dr Jorge Sampaio, Lisbon, 25 November 2005. 

Lecture on Promoting Democracy.  
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50. Invited speaker at conference on ‘The EU as an External Democracy Promoter: 

East and Central Europe, the Mediterranean, Asia, Latin America, the Caribbean, 

Africa and Pacific in Comparison’, Darmstadt, 18-19 November 2005. Paper on 

EU Democracy Promotion in Ghana. Organised by Technische Universität, 

Darmstadt, and the Helmut Schmidt Universität, Hamburg 

 

51. Keynote speaker at conference on ‘Human Rights, Peace and Security in EU 

Foreign Policy’, annual conference of the Association of Human Rights Institutes 

(AHRI), held at the National University of Galway, Ireland. Lecture on subject of 

Exporting Democratic Governance to the Developing World: Problems and 

Prospects, 30 September to 2 October 2005. 

 

52. Decentralisation, human security and poverty reduction in Ghana, paper 

presented at the European Association of Development Research and Training 

Institutes (EADI) General Conference, Bonn, 22-24 September 2005. 

 

53. Decentralisation and political participation in Ghana, paper presented at the 

European Consortium for Political Research (ECPR) General Conference, 

Budapest, Hungary, 8-10 September 2005 
 

54. Invited speaker at international workshop on ‘Evaluating International Democracy 

Promotion: Qualitative Research Methods for Policy Impact in the Southern 

Balkans’, 20-22 June 2005, Ohrid, Republic of Macedonia, organised by The 

Watson Institute for International Studies, Brown University, USA. 
 
55. Invited speaker at seminar, hosted and organised by the Center for Democracy and 

Development (CDD-Ghana), Accra, Ghana, 14 April 2005, speaking on 

Decentralisation, Political Participation and Poverty Reduction in Ghana.  
 
56. Invited speaker at conference on ‘Governance in the Commonwealth(s): New 

Issues and Actors’, Institute of Commonwealth Studies, School of Advanced 

Study, University of London, 13-14 March 2005, speaking on Promoting 

Democracy and Governance in Ghana: The Role and Motives of International 

Actors. 
 

57. Invited participant at international workshop on ‘Measuring the impact of 

democracy and governance assistance’ organized by USAID and the Clingendael 

Institute, held at the Clingendael Institute, The Hague, 11 March 2005. 

 

58. Linking decentralisation and a rights-based approach: opportunities and 

constraints in Ghana, paper presented at the conference on ‘The Winners and 

Losers from rights-based approaches to development’, University of Manchester, 

21-22 February 2005. 

 

59. International Actors and the Promotion of Liberal Democracy: The case of 

Ghana, paper presented at the British International Studies Association (BISA) 

conference, University of Warwick, 20-22 December 2004. 
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60. Co-operating for democracy? Contrasting and conflicting agendas in Ghana, 

paper presented at the pre-BISA workshop. ‘Regional Co-

operations/Conflicts/Contrasts’, Institute of Commonwealth Studies, School of 

Advanced Study, University of London, 19-20 December 2004. 

 

61. Presentation on Democratisation and Decentralisation in Ghana, as invited 

speaker at the 2nd EADI International Summer School on ‘Constructing 

Democracy? Challenges for the European Development Agenda’, held at the 

University of Twente, the Netherlands, 29 August to 8 September 2004. 

 

62. Presentation on The impact of G8 policies on Africa, invited speaker at Institute 

for Public Policy Research (ippr) seminar on ‘Democracy and governance in 

Africa: policy priorities for the G8’, 21 July 2004  

 

63. Conference rapporteur at international conference on ‘Enhancing the European 

Profile in Democracy Assistance’, organised by the Netherlands Institute For 

Multi-Party Democracy, The Hague, 4-6 July, 2004. 

 

64. Presentation on Evaluation: developing an appropriate methodology, invited 

speaker at conference on ‘Achieving sustainable political change in emerging 

democracies: the political party challenge’, Wilton Park Conference in association 

with the Westminster Foundation for Democracy, 15-17 March 2004. 

 

65. Presentation on The European Union and Democracy Promotion: The case of 

Ghana, invited speaker at conference on ‘The European Union and Africa’, 

organised by the European Community Studies Association of South Africa, 

University of the Western Cape, 22-23 January 2004. 

 

66. Invited participant and discussant at International Expert Workshop on ‘Promotion 

of Democracy: Current Problems and Policies’, organised by Friedrich Ebert 

Stiftung, Berlin, 12 December 2003. 

 

67. Fifty years of thinking about development: a review, paper presented at Prince 

Songkla University, Phuket campus, Thailand, part of Masters programme in 

Community Development, 15 November 2003. 

 

68. Democratic decentralisation in Ghana: issues and prospects, paper presented at 

conference on ‘Politics and Poverty’, Norwegian Association for Development 

(NFU) annual conference, Oslo, 23-24 October 2003. 

 

69. Democratisation in Ghana: assessing the impact of political aid (1997-2003), 

paper presented at European Consortium for Political Research (ECPR) General 

Conference, Marburg, Germany, 18-21 September 2003. 

 

70. Invited speaker at ‘The Great Trade Debate’, organised by Christian Aid, 

University of Bradford, 28 June 2003. 

 

71. Democracy promotion and participatory evaluation: asserting democracy control 

over international assistance to democratisation, paper presented at the British 
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International Studies Association (BISA) conference, London School of 

Economics, 16-18 December 2002 

 

72. Promoting governance from without: evaluating from within, paper presented at 

the conference on ‘Towards a New Political Economy of Development: 

Globalisation and Governance’, University of Sheffield, 4-6 July 2002. 

 

73. Evaluating democracy assistance: the inadequacy of numbers and the promise of 

participation, paper presented at the conference on ‘Combining Qualitative and 

Quantitative Methods in Development Research’, University of Wales Swansea, 

1-2 July 2002. 

 

74. Partnership or Power?: Deconstructing the ‘Partnership for Governance Reform’ 

in Indonesia, paper presented at the Nordic Institute for Asian Studies, 

Copenhagen, 17 May 2002. 

 

75. Democracy, human rights and good governance, paper presented at roundtable 

discussion at the Danish Centre for Human Rights, Copenhagen, 17 May 2002. 

 

76. Invited speaker at an international workshop on ‘The EU and Civil Society 

Development in North Africa’ in Rabat, Morocco, 6 April 2002. 

 

77. Re-asserting domestic control over international actors in democratisation 

processes: the role of evaluation, paper presented at workshop on ‘The Role of 

International and Domestic Actors in Democratisation’ at the Parahyangan 

Catholic University, Bandung, Indonesia, 1 March 2002. 

 

78. Evaluating EU promotion of human rights and democracy, paper presented at 

UACES one-day conference, University of Liverpool, 9 November 2001 

 

79. Promoting Democracy From Without: Learning From Within, paper presented at 

conference on ‘Democratization: Freeways and Detours’, Duke University, 

Durham, USA, 19-20 October 2001. 

 

80. Evaluating EU promotion of human rights, democracy and good governance: 

towards a participatory approach, paper presented at Development Studies 

Association Conference, University of Manchester, 10-12 September 2001 

 

81. Whose agenda? ‘Partnership’ and international assistance to democratisation 

and governance reform in Indonesia, paper presented at EUROSEAS (European 

Association for Southeast Asian Studies) conference, SOAS, University of 

London, 6-8 September 2001 

 

82. Partnership or Power? Deconstructing the ‘Partnership for Governance Reform 

in Indonesia, paper presented at conference on ‘Failed States?’, University of 

Sussex, 18-20 April 2001. 

 

83. Governance and Multilateral Development Organisations: the Partnership for 

Governance Reform in Indonesia, paper presented at Centre for Development 
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Studies/Centre for Democratisation Studies seminar series on ‘Governance and 

Global Regulation’, University of Leeds, February 2001. 

 

84. Promoting Democracy from outside: issues and problems, paper presented at 

Parahyangan Catholic University (UNPAR), Bandung, Indonesia, 8 September 

2000. 

 

85. The West and Democracy Promotion: issues and controversies, paper presented at 

Dept of Politics and Administrative Studies, University of Zimbabwe, 7 May 2000 

 

 

VI CONFERENCE ORGANISATION  

I have played a key role in the organisation of the following international conferences 

and workshops: 

 

Transforming Post-Conflict Societies: Everyday Violence and Access to Justice, 

British Library, London, 22 May 2012. This one-day event was organised by the 

World Universities Network (WUN) Transformative Justice group in conjunction 

with the WUN Annual General Meeting, as part of the Global Challenges programme. 

Panels were held on ‘Legal Empowerment’ and on ‘Gender-based Violence’. See 

https://www.wun.ac.uk/events/TFconference 

 

Transformative Justice: Global Perspectives 

WUN Transformative Justice Network international conference, 12-13 May 2011, 

University of Leeds.  

 

Human Rights Power and Civic Action, 

Research findings workshop with international speakers and discussants, 3 December 

2010, University of Leeds.  

 

Democratization in Africa international conference 

10-11 December 2009, University of Leeds 

[with funding from Taylor and Francis and European Association of Development 

Research and Training Institutes] 

 

I have organised panels at the following international conferences: 

 

Co-organiser [with Liisa Laakso] of panels on Governance and Development at the 

triennial General Conferences of European Association of Development Research and 

Training Institutes (EADI) in  2014 (Bonn), 2011 (York), 2008 (Geneva), and 2005 

(Bonn). 

 

Co-organiser [with Jeff Haynes] of section on ‘Participatory Democracy: An Impetus 

For ‘Real’ Democracy in the 21st Century’, comprised of 8 panel sessions, at IPSA-

ECPR Joint Conference ‘Whatever Happened to North-South?’, at University of Sao 

Paulo, 16-19 February 2011.  
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VII  TEACHING (since 1996) 

At University of Leeds 

The Making of the Global South (1)*;  

Contemporary Development Issues (1); 

Global Development Challenges (1) 

Development Theories and Strategies (2)*;  

Development and Social Change (2)*;  

Development Approaches (2)* 

Case-studies in African Development (2);  

North-South Linkages (2);  

Dissertation writing (3)*;  

Development Theories, Strategies and Issues (MA),  

Global Inequalities and Development (MA) 

Democracy and Development * (MA).  

Dissertation supervision (MA) 

 

* Sole lecturer, otherwise team taught. 

 

Level of courses: (1) First year; (2) Second year; (3) Third year; (MA) Master’s  

VIII POSTGRADUATE  RESEARCH  EXPERIENCE 

PhD Management 

I was the Director of the Doctoral Training Centre at the Centre for Trust, Peace and 

Social Relations at Coventry University from October 2015 until September 2016, 

with responsibility for the research training programme as well as all administrative 

matters for over 40 research students. 

 

Postgraduate Research Tutor (PGRT) within the School of Politics and International 

Studies, University of Leeds, from August 2010 to July 2013, with responsibility for 

over 60 research students. The PGRT has responsibility for all postgraduate research 

matters in the School, including the management of all postgraduate research degree 

candidatures, and all aspects of postgraduate research strategy and policy.  

r 

Phd Training  

I have had responsibility for the delivery of 4 research training courses at the Centre 

for Trust, Peace and Social Relations at Coventry University in 2015/16: Philosophy 

of the Social Sciences, Research Design and Skills, Quantitative Methods, Qualitative 

Methods. I taught the Research Design and Skills course. 

 

I have prepared and taught the research training programme for all first year 

postgraduate research students within the School of Politics and International Studies, 

University of Leeds, which runs from September to June each year [2010/11 to 

2012/13].  

 

PhD Supervision 
 

Successfully completed (all at University of Leeds):  
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1. Michael Comerford,  The public sphere and the construction of peace narratives in Angola: 

from the Bicese accords to the death of Savimbi (2002) 

2. James Kincaid, Marxist political economy and the South Korean crisis of 1997(2003) 

3. Yulius P. Hermawan,  Internal politics of political parties: factionalism and patronage in 

the Indonesian Democratic Party of Struggle (PDIP) (2005) 

4. Mohammed Zahid, Economic and political liberalisation in the Middle East: the Muslim 

brotherhood and the politics of succession in Egypt (2007) [Ray Bush as lead supervisor] 

5. Polly Wilding, Civil War in Disguise: Gendered Responses to Everyday Violence in Brazil 

(2008) 

6. Adam Tyson, Decentralization and adat in Indonesia (2009) 

7. Aida Opoku-Mensah, Local Radio and Democratisation in Ghana (2010) 

8. Virginia Kamowa, Civil society and policy-making processes in Malawi (2011) 

9. Gabriel Botchwey: Community development and decentralisation in Ghana (2012) 

10. Henry Mbawa: Decentralisation and ethnicity in Sierra Leone (2012) 

11. Muhaimina Said-Alsopp, Power and Empowerment within Global Value Chains: 

A Study of the Dynamics of Employment within the Kenyan Tea and Horticultural 

Industries (2012) 

12. Charles Gyimah, Decentralisation and local-level development in Ghana (2013) 

13. Rowshan Hannan: Co-operative governance: pathways to poverty reduction? The 

case of Kenya (2014) 

14. Aijan Sharshenova: EU democracy promotion in Central Asia: Implementation in 

Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan (2016) 

 

 

Current Doctoral Students (all at Coventry University): 

• Ahmed Tannira: Foreign aid as an instrument of social engineering and control: 

The case of Gaza Strip in Palestine 

 

• Arianna Mazzieri: The role of the CSO Partnership for Development Effectiveness 

(CPDE) within the new aid architecture: a neo-Gramscian perspective on civil 

society agency 

 

• Hannah Smith: Self-financing: analysing its impact on the success and 

sustainability of development NGOs in The Gambia. 

 

• Taru Silvonen: Informal social networks as a development framework – the case 

of Mexico City 

 

• Habiba Musa Ahmed:  Early conflict prevention between oil companies, 

government bodies and village communities in Nigeria. 

 

• Justina Pinkeviciute: The promise of justice through transition: between land 

depoliticisation and territories of hope 

 

• Varsha Gyawali: Recovering from victimization to becoming a stakeholder: an 

evolving journey of empowerment in transitioning Nepal 
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• Nancy Annan: Exploring the Contributions of Local Infrastructures for Peace in 

Post-Conflict Societies: The Case of Liberia 

 

Hamburg University: 

• Julia Grauvogel: ‘The ‘International Opposition Effect’ of International Sanctions  

(Second supervisor) 

 

External Examining 

Served as external examiner for the following research degrees: 

• PhD, Norwegian University of Life Sciences, Dept of International Environment 

and Development Studies (Noragric), October 2015 

• PhD, Institute of Development Studies, University of Sussex, January 2013 

• PhD, Centre for European Union Studies, Faculty of Political and Social Sciences, 

University of Ghent, September 2012 

• PhD, Institute of Development Studies, University of Sussex, December 2011 

• PhD, Dept of Political Economy, University of Sydney, July 2011 

• PhD, Dept of Peace Studies, University of Bradford, July 2011 

• PhD, Dept of Education, University of Huddersfield, January 2010  

• PhD, Dept of Politics, University of York, September 2009  

• PhD, Dept of Law, European University Institute, Florence, November 2006 

• PhD, Dept of European Studies, University of Bradford, July 2000 

 

 

IX OTHER ACADEMIC AND PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 
 

Research grant panel membership 

• Member (assessor) of Commissioning Panel for ESRC Professorial Fellowship 

Scheme 2009-10 

• Member (assessor) of Commissioning Panel for ESRC-DFID Joint Scheme for 

Research on International Development (poverty alleviation) Phase 2, 2nd Call , 

2010-11 

• Member (assessor) of Commissioning Panel for ESRC-DFID Joint Scheme for 

Research on International Development (poverty alleviation) Phase 3, 2012-13 

 

Evaluation 

• Member of Review Board for evaluation of the German Institute of Global and 

Area Studies (GIGA), Hamburg, 30.9.14 – 1.10.14, Leibniz Association 

Editing: 

Editorial Group member of Africa Spectrum, January2015 - http://journals.sub.uni-

hamburg.de/giga/afsp/index  

 

Co-Editor-in-Chief, Democratization, January 2008- March 2012.  

http://www.tandf.co.uk/journals/titles/13510347.asp 

Currently member of editorial board.  
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Research grant reviews:  

Research grant applications reviewed for:  

• Research Foundation Flanders (FWO) 

• Economic and Social Research Council, UK 

• Danish Council for Development Research  

• Canadian Research Council 
 

 

X MEMBERSHIP OF PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS 

• Development Studies Association of the UK (DSA) 

• European Association of Development Research and Training Institutes 

(EADI), co-convenor of Governance and Development Working Group 

 


